
ICAR-CIFA Observes International Women’s Day 

 

 

The ICAR-CIFA 

(Central Institute of 

Freshwater 

Aquaculture) on the 

outskirt of the city 

observed 

International 

Women’s Day to day. 

The theme for 2021 

International 

Women’s Day  

Women in leadership: 

Achieving an equal 

future in a COVID-19 

world.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. P. Das, Director, CIFA 

welcomed the dignitaries and 

mentioned that the Institute had 

operated a number of sponsored 

projects with women as 

beneficiaries. He expressed his 

heartfelt thanks to Women Cell of 

ICAR-CIFA for organizing the 

programme. In his welcome address 

he emphasized the contribution of 

this institute in empowering women 

through aquaculture.  Appropriate 

aquaculture technologies like carp 

seed production, carp poly culture, ornamental fish farming and value addition of carp fish 

etc. were disseminated among women for uplifting their socio-economic status.  

 

Dr (Mrs) Kanta Das Mahapatra, 

Principal Scientist and Chairperson of 

Internal Women Complaint 

Committee (ICC), ICAR-CIFA, 

addressed the gathering and 

highlighted the challenges of working 

women in India, and expressed her 

concerns for all working women for 

maintaining a balance between their 

family life and upliftment in 

profession. She observed that the 

SHG groups understood the role of 

the empowerment.  She urged  

women aquafarmers to start nursery management of fishes and ornamental fish culture.  She 

also informed the house the various activities under taken by the ICC of ICAR- CIFA. 



 

Dr. Bindu R. Pillai, Head, APED 

also spoke on this occasion. She 

told that COVID 19 was very 

well managed by women across 

the world. In Aquaculture sector 

women entrepreneurs are doing 

well. 

 

Mrs. Vidya Das, Joint Director, 

“AGRAGRAMEE” a leading 

NGO working towards 

empowerment of under 

privileged women narrated her 

experiences about the difficulties 

faced by the unorganized women in different states. She also shared her experiences for 

working for the  women’s economic development in Odisha. 

 

Ms. Mamata Samantaray, Chairperson, State Progressive Women‘s Forum   graced the 

function as Chief Guest. She spoke about the significance of International Women’s Day and 

the challenges being faced by women in today’s society. She encouraged all the women 

participants to take a pledge on this International Women’s Day to become empowered 

women. 

 

On the eve of the International Women’s day a lecture series was organized on 6th may 2021. 

Dr. Sanghamitra Pati, Director, ICMR-Regional Medical Research Centre (ICMR-RMRC) 

was the Chief Guest and delivered a lecture on “COVID crisis management in Odisha”. She 

highlighted the symptoms, risk factors, principles of diagnosis, types of COVID 19 tests and 

molecular platforms for its diagnosis. She emphasized on the importance of sero-surveys in 

Odisha and how RMRC has played a pivotal role in testing of samples and undertaken 

advanced research to find out the epidemiology, diversity, immune response, diagnostics and 

therapeutics related to COVID 19. Dr. Swapnita Hota, Assistant Professor, Dept. of 

Obstetrics & Gynaecology, Hi-Tech Medical College, Bhubaneswar, delivered presentation 

on “Gynaecological issues and its management”. She stressed on the gynaecological issues 

commonly faced by women, types and signs of cancer and its prevention strategies. She also 

pointed out that pregnant women are in high risk of COVID 19 infection and highlighted the 

infertility issues faced by both men and women.  

The Women SHGs exhibited their products for sale on this occasion. The women SHG 

groups and Entrepreneurs were also felicitated on this occasion.Essay, Debate and drawing 

competition were also held on this occasion and the participants were given away prizes. The 

vote of thanks was proposed by Dr. Utkal Laxmi Mohanty, ACTO, ICAR-CIFA. 

 

A Scientist farm women Interaction meet emphasizing on Women Leadership in Agriculture: 

Entrepreneurship, Equity and Empowerment (3E’s) was held. This Interaction was moderated 

by Dr. Nagesh Kumar Barik, Senior Scientist, ICAR-CIFA. Dr. Pankaj Kumar Tiwari, 

Scientist and Mrs. Snatashree Mohanty, Scientist coordinated the programme  

 



 

 


