
ICAR-CIFA supports Women SHGs during Covid-19 Pandemic 

  
The outbreak of Covid-19 has disrupted the activity of all sectors, including agriculture. 

Health and hygiene is the most important factor to be addressed before taking any activity. 

Keeping this in view, ‘Women Cell’ of ICAR-CIFA and KVK undertook different activities 

to ensure the better working atmosphere of the institute.  

ICAR-CIFA, having one of the largest large fish farms in India, need to undertake constant 

farm maintenance. Therefore, the farmworkers were educated to follow the precautionary 

measures like social distancing, maintaining personal hygiene by the washing of hands 

with soap, wearing a face mask, protective clothing and cleaning of implements and 

machinery. Workers were advised to follow safety measures and social distancing at 

every step in the entire process of field operation every day. 

Reusable cotton Face masks were procured from Lakheswar women SHG of Kalyanpur, 

Patia, Bhubaneswar, which is a registered SHG under ORMAS, Odisha. Five hundred 

masks were distributed among the staff and field staff of ICAR-CIFA.  

COVID 19 pandemic brought huge losses across different income groups. In this critical 

time, scientists and technical officers of women cell and KVK visited the villages and, 

through personal discussions, understood the need. Women were encouraged to start 

the nutritional kitchen garden, and 48 families of Nandghara sahi and Patarbaga sahi of 

Basantapedi were provided with eight types of quality hybrid vegetable seed materials.  

To support the women farmers, an arrangement was made to sell their produce in the 

CIFA campus. They were facilitated by providing space and sanitizer. The price of the 

vegetables was fixed jointly by participating farmers and the institute so that farmers could 

get a better price. Certain farm produce sold by the group members were organic and 

there was an overwhelming response from the Staff of CIFA to purchase the fresh 

products. During the selling process, attention was given to maintain the proper social 

distancing and other guidelines.  

 

 

 

 
  



                

Distribution of hybrid seeds to 48 farm women of two villages 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vegetable sale at ICAR-CIFA by Women Self Help Groups 



  



 

Face masks were distributed to rural women 


